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This creativity and dedication have beeé and will continue to bed critical as we began facing an unprecedented
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This time last year, ACS was launching a new pilot progra
&Hat allows volunteers to treat shelter dogs to some time

-,

San

away from the ACS campus. The Shelter Paws program L §

CRME & Ropular way for residents to take a dog out for a

couple hours or even a day for outside play, socialization, §

and decompression from the shelter environment. The prc
gram is a creative way not only to treat the dogs in ACS
tcare, but also to find out more information about how they
behave out in the real world, which can help them get
adopted quicker. San Antonio Magazine recognized this
incredible program by nami
Take on Volunteering in its 2020 Best of the City issue. Tt
Shelter Paws program exemplifies the creativity and dedic
tion that ACS staff display every day in caring for the pets

our care.
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challenge at the end of the 2d quarter. In response to the global COI® pandemic, ACS has made some neces-
sary operational adjustments to ensure the safety of our staff, our customers, and our animals. As preliminary pre-
cautions, ACS has cancelled public events, such as Homeowner Association meetings, school presentations, and
low-cost wellness clinics. Our Field division continues to provide services to the community and our campus re-
mains open for adoptions by appointment. We also continue find placement for animals with our rescue part-
ners. Through the hard work of the ACS staff and the support of the community, ACS was able to maintain a live

rel ease

rate

over 91 %, even toward the

end of

yond grateful for a team that continues to perform above expectations in the face of a global crisis.
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dlChairds Corner

Spring has arrived in San Antonio, bringing with it a sense of renewal. It is with that
same sense of renewal that the ACS Advisory Board came together in January for a
retreattor evi ew ACS operations over the past
sion for ACS in the next 10 years. The board discussed ideas that would build on past
ACS accomplishments to further protect t
potential additional resources that would help eliminate the need to euthanize for

space, increased community collaboration, and enhanced enforcement. The retreat

was a great opportunity for the board to take a step back to brainstorm ideas for the

future and rearticulate the boardds pass

The ACS Advisory Board remains incredibl
support. With help from the Cathy Kanga Foundation and PRAI Beauty, ACS was able
to offer free adoptions one weekend in M
the shelteré and finish the quarter with
also saw an additional 218 pets go home with foster families and over 2,800 placed
ACS Advisory Board Chairwith local rescue organizationsl t 6s amazing to see the col
Rita Braeutigam such an uncertain and challenging time t
Thank you!

Exempl i fying

On Sunday, Feb 23r@020 at approximately

2:00PM while working in the vicinity of Be-
navidesParkon routine calls for serviceAnimal Care
Officer Kristi Ortiz was startled by multiple gunshots
in close proximity to her positionThese shots causec
immense chaos ashree residentswere struck

and wounded by gunfire.Amidst theensuing cha-

0s, yelling, people running and cars speeding throug
the street to avoid the gun fire Officer Ortiz remainec
composed and immediately contacted Dispatcher
JoAnn Fryia her handheld radiao requestSAPD anc
EMSbackup whilesimultaneouslymoving to the loca-
tion of the injured individuals to render first aido a
19-yearold resident that was shot in the legDis-
patcher Fry calmly requested essential information  ogiicer ortiz being interviewed by SAPD Investigators at crime scene
about the description of the car used to flee the sce- (Courtesy News4SA)

ne and nature of injuriesfrom Officer Ortiz as she

simultaneously contacted 911 and passed thisritical informationto the 911 Dispatch team. After notifying dis-
patch, Officer Ortiz proceeded to the victims and executed first aid to stop the bleeding while awaiting EMS and
SAPD support to arrive.

The actions of theofficere x emp |l i fy the City of San An scopeofwdastheplor e
entails.
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Happy Tails: Artie

On January 3rdformer ACS Clinic Manager, Joel Jenks, brought his family to the fadititparticipate in the Shel-

ter Paws Program. The Shelter Paws Program all ows ap
datedé and enjoy life outside of the shelter for an a
tial adopters to see how a dog will doutside of the shelter environment.

Artie is a male AustraliarCattle Dogthat had come to ACS under unfortunateircumstances.He was surrendered

to ACS after his then owner admittedrtie had been hit by a car and was constantly escaping the yard. The owner
had expressed no interest in bringing Artie indoors or getting him the care he needed. While Artie had not experi-
enced the best life had to offer in his current home, that was aboutto changeo el Jenks sums up
out in the email below.(Prior to being adopted, Artie was known as Buddy by the ACS staff.)

0OACS staff was terrific in help
the afternoon witlfian AustralianCattle Dognamed Buddy. We

took Buddy for a walk in the park and had a fun picnic in our

front yard. We had a hard time taking a picture with Buddy be-

cause he was more interested in licking our kids. Upon returning
Buddy to the shelter, we took a few minutes to see some of the

other dogs in the kennels, while walking out we noticed and old-

er gentleman sitting on a bench talking to Buddy. | told my wife

0l have to go sell this dogdé an
him know about the terrific afternoon we had shared with Buddy

and all the great qualities we enjoyed in him. After our conversa-
tion, he said he was convinced

The gentleman and his wife completed the adoption that day and took Artie home the next day. While the adopter
could not be reachedor a followup prior to this story being written, they were bringing Artie to ACS to finish out
his injury treatments and everyone was happy as could be.

F u ml k O 6 S V e S t Right Chest (Printed Metallic)

One early, dark morningMaria and Daniel Valdez, members of the
Community Cat Prograngs well as the San Antonio Feral Cat Coa-
lition (SAFCCxaw Community Cat Program Coordinator Fumiko K.
Fujimotowalking the lineof carsto do the count for how many
cats/kittens were there for surgery that morning. The lines had
wrapped out onto the dark service drive of Highway 15Dut of
concer n f cafetylhe thoudhtbubceupledecided to cre-
ate a personalized safety vest to help prote¢tumikoduring the
earlymorning surgery checlns. Daniel, who is a firstesponder
working police communications for 911¢designed the vest. The
vest also includesa personal safety light that is so bright that it can
probably be seen by the planes/helicoptersFumiko is truly over-
whelmed by the care and concern shown by this couple.




